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Mission: To promote economic growth and community development on behalf of its members through  

the forging of partnerships between citizens, local government, and businesses in a manner that fosters  

civic pride and a sense of community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Mayor and longtime Cham-

ber member Ralph W. Conner died 

of a heart attack at his Maywood 

home on 15 March, 2010.  Born in 

Maywood, he became a community 

activist and contemporary of Fred 

Hampton.  Conner served as  

Economic and Community Devel-

opment Director when Donald L.  

Williams, Sr. was Mayor in 1989. 

 

Commenting on Conner’s contri-

butions to the Village, former 

Chamber President Williams  

emphasized his development of  

social and athletic programs for 

young people.  “He had a sensitiv-

ity to the problems and aspirations 

of the residents and was in a  

position to make a contribution to 

their well-being,” Williams said. 

 

Conner began working for  

Maywood as a commercial loan 

specialist and also served as Enter-

prise Zone Administrator, as well 

as a Building Commissioner and a 

staff member of the Zoning and 

Planning Board of Appeals. 

 

Longtime Chamber member and 

former Village Trustee while  

Conner was Mayor, Edweena Y. 

Perkins pointed to the many bene-

fits which the Village enjoys,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thanks to the initiatives, which 

Conner started.  Businesses opened 

in the Village while he was Mayor 

included Mariella’s Banquet Hall, 

Cintas, Inc., and Burger King. 

 

Conner worked as Local Govern-

ment Relations Manager for The 

Heartland Institute since 2005.  In a 

statement on their web page,  

Heartland Institute President Joseph 

Bast said Conner’s death was  

sudden and shocking. 

 

Conner is survived by his wife, 

Arletha Conner, and their four  

Children, as well as his parents 

Leon and Odie Conner.  Ralph’s 

brother, Thomas, gave his life, 

serving his country as a Marine in 

Vietnam and for whom Conner-

Heise Park at 10th Avenue and 

Washington Boulevard is named. 

LONGTIME CHAMBER MEMBER & FORMER  

VILLAGE MAYOR, RALPH W. CONNER DIES AT AGE 61 



Minutes of the March 15, 2010,  

Maywood Chamber of Commerce General 

Meeting, hosted  by U.S. Bank, and held at the 

Maywood Public Library, 121 South 5th Ave-

nue, Maywood, Illinois, at 12:00 Noon. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m. 

by Chairman Steven E. Fox.   

 

Board Members Present: Sam Balark, Jason C. 

Ervin, Steven E. Fox, Stan D.  

Huntington and Latoya Campbell-Stansbury. 

 

Members Present:  Lois A. Baumann, Phyllis 

Clifton, Michael Dawson, Lennel Grace, Vicki 

Haas, Col. Richard A. McMahon, Jr., Angela 

Millsap, Joseph L. Ponsetto, Loretta Robinson, 

Lynda Schueler, Laurietta Stenson, Edwin H. 

Walker IV, Gwendolyn Streeter-Walker, and 

Gary Woll.    

 

Guests Present: Kathy Adams, Robert V. 

McGhee, Burt Petkus, and Dr. Amanda Turner. 

 

Chairman Fox welcomed everyone  and thanked 

U.S. Bank for hosting the Chamber’s meeting 

and Maywood Public Library for providing the 

meeting space.  

 

Edwin H. Walker IV gave the invocation. 

 

Jason Ervin moved, Gary Woll seconded, and 

the Minutes of the previous meeting were ap-

proved unanimously, as presented.   

 

Lennel Grace moved, Phyllis Clifton seconded, 

and the Bank Reconciliation was approved 

unanimously, as presented, and filed for audit. 

 

President Edwin H. Walker IV announced the 

passing of Mayor Ralph W. Conner, whose 

funeral would be later in the week at Corbin 

Funeral  Home.  He also informed the group of a 

fire that gutted Bronco Thrift Shop and Stairway 

of the Stars, as well as another at an auto shop 

on St. Charles Avenue.  

   

Following general introductions by those pre-

sent, Chairman Steven E. Fox introduced Cham-

ber Board Member Latoya Campbell-Stansbury, 

Branch Manager for U.S. Bank, as host for the 

Chamber meeting.  Ms. Stansbury welcomed 

everyone and introduced the speaker, Robert V. 

McGhee, Vice President Community Develop-

ment for U.S. Bank's Chicago market. 

 

Robert McGhee informed the Chamber that U.S. 

Bank took over Park National Bank as of Octo-

ber 30, 2009.  U.S. Bank is the fifth largest com-

mercial bank in the country and  has 90 branches 

 locally.  May 15, 2010 is the target date for full 

conversion. 

 

Mr. McGhee stated that U.S. Bank intends to 

carry on Park National Bank's community initia-

tives through the establishment of the Chicago 

Neighborhood Initiatives as a 501© organiza-

tion.   

 

The Development Network is U.S. Bank’s inter-

nal mechanism, by which employees are encour-

aged to get involved in community projects and 

boards of directors. 

 

U.S. Bankcorp Foundation seeks opportunities 

for small business investment, including areas of 

arts and culture and affordable housing.  Unlike 

many foundations, U.S. Bankcorp will fund 

general operating support. 

 

Chairman Fox next introduced Michael Dawson 

who presented a proposal for redevelopment of 

First Avenue and Lake Street, including the 

historic Soldiers’ Widows Home. The develop-

ment would be called the Colonel’s Corner, 

named for Maywood’s founder Col. William T. 

Nichols,  and would feature a restaurant, the 

Colonel’s Company Inn.  Mr. Dawson asked 

that any development proposals be reviewed by 

the Village’s Economic Development Commis-

sion.  He further requested that for any develop-

ment, which did not include saving the Widows 

Home, demolition not occur until groundbreak-

ing and construction are actually ready to pro-

ceed.  Mr. Dawson also recommended that the 

Village not convey title to the property, prior to 

full completion by any developer. 

 

Village Manager Jason Ervin noted that no ne-

gotiations were occurring with this group as it 

was eliminated as part of the Request for Pro-

posals process and that the Village is talking to 

another group.  He indicated that the Colonel’s 

Group will be allowed to make a presentation, 

when  the matter comes up for hearing. 

 

President Walker, a member of the Village’s 

Economic Development Commission, asked 

why proposals for this site were not being  

directed for review by the Commission.  Jason 

Ervin indicated that the Board of Trustees deter-

mines whether matters go to the Economic  

Development Commission and in this case the 

Board chose not to refer it 

 

Announcements: The John C. Vaughn Cotillion 

will be May 8, 2010 and Maywood Rotary’s 

Jazz Festival will be held July 17, 2010.  

 
For lack of further discussion, on motion by 

Phyllis Clifton and second by Michael 

Dawson, the meeting adjourned at 1:39 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Victoria Haas 

Secretary Pro Tem 

Minutes from 

the Secretary 

 

CHAMBER LEADERSHIP 

 

Chairman: Steven E. Fox  (B.C. 11)(B) 

       1st Suburban National Bank 

 

Immediate Past Chairman: Jesse L. Howard, Jr.        

   (B.C. 11)(B) 

       Howard Properties, Inc. 

 

1st Vice      Audrey C. Jaycox (B.C. 10)(I) 

Chairman:    Individual Member 

 

2nd Vice      Latoya Campbell-Stansbury  

Chairman:   Park National Bank (B.C10)(B) 

     

President/CEO:   Edwin H. Walker IV 

                     Individual Member 

 

Executive     Kathleen I. Carani (B.C. 11)(I) 

Secretary/     Individual Member 

Treasurer: 

 

Class of 2010 

Director:      Rev. Jacques A. Conway (NFP) 

      Neighborhood United Methodist 

                          Church 

Director:      Joshua Day (B) 

                     Cintas Corporation 

Director:      Johnny E. Diggs (B) 

Director:      Patrick J. Durkin (NFP) 

           Westlake Hospital 

Director:     Jason C. Ervin (Gvt) 

          Village Manager 

Director:      Marissa Gonzalez (B) 

                    Banco Popular 

Director:     Carolyn Johnson (I) 

          Individual Member 

Director:      Sean T. McCarthy (B) 

            Nicor Gas 

Director:      Viola Mims (B) 

      Vintage Realtors 

     

Class of 2011: 

Director:      Fabiola Amezcua (B) 

           ComEd 

Director:     Sam Balark (B) 

         AT&T 

Director:      Jon Grigalunas, Jr. (NFP) 

           Triton College 

Director:     Stan D. Huntington (NFP) 

         Maywood Public Library 

Director:     Donald A. Offermann (B) 

          Forest Park National Bank 

Director:     Virginia Olson (B) 

          Happy Hounds & Cats 

Director:     James E. Whitehead (NFP) 

          Loyola University Health System 

Director:    Karen A. Yarbrough  (B) 

        Hathaway Insurance Agency 

 

Chaplain:   Rev. Jacques A. Conway 

          Individual Member 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday evening, March 12, 2010, a fire gutted the interior of the three-story building, 

which was the home of “Stairway of the Stars”, a longtime member of the Maywood  

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Founded in 1968 by Lois and Ernie Baumann, as a dance and gymnastic studio, “Stairway 

of the Stars” is located at 22 North 5th Avenue in the old Opera House Building.  Thousands 

of dollars’ worth of costumes and dance shoes were lost in the fire.  Recently speaking to 

parents gathered inside the First Congregational Church of Maywood, Lois insisted that 

“The show must go on” and that “We land on our feet”.  Classes are being temporarily held 

at the church, while she searches for a larger venue for the 500 students. 

 

In 1996, the Maywood Fine Arts Association was established as a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) 

corporation, by a group of concerned parents and community members.  Its goal is to com-

bat the escalating rates of drug activities, gang involvement, and teenage pregnancy, by pro-

viding the young people of Maywood and surrounding communities with healthy after-

school and weekend activities in the fine and performing arts. 

 

Currently over 1,400 students are enrolled in classes, with waiting lists for most classes. 

 

Last October, the Maywood Fine Arts Association held its 10th Annual “Pumpkin Patch  

Parade,” in order to raise funds for a large portion of its annual operating budget. 

 

To learn more about Maywood Fine Arts Association’s programs and accomplishments, 

visit their website at: maywoodfinearts.org.  To learn the latest about their recovery efforts, 

follow the organization on Facebook. 

 

Longtime friend of the Baumanns, Grammy Award winning singer and songwriter John 

Prine, who grew up in Maywood and graduated from Proviso East High School, is holding a 

benefit concert for Maywood Fine Arts Association on May 15, 2010 at Proviso East High 

School.  Tickets are still available and may be purchased at: johnprine.ticketleap.com.  

 

Gifts to help recover and rebuild Stairway of the Stars may be made to the Maywood Fine 

Arts/Stairway Recovery Fund, 25 North 5th Avenue, Maywood, Illinois 60153.  

LONGTIME CHAMBER MEMBER “STAIRWAY OF THE 

STARS” SUFFERS DEVASTATING FIRE 



 
The Chamber Newsletter is published by the Maywood  
Chamber of Commerce monthly, except July and August.   
 
Letters to the Editor should be addressed to: 
P.O. Box 172, Maywood, IL 60153 
 
Editor-in-Chief: Edwin H. Walker IV 

POSTMASTER: DO NOT FORWARD 

The Maywood Chamber of Commerce 

Box 172 

Maywood, Illinois 60153 

CHAMBER 2010 CALENDAR 

 
Apr. 13   Board of Directors 

  4 pm Maywood Public Library  

  (Board Room)  

  121 S. 5th Avenue, Maywood 

 

Apr. 19  Chamber General Meeting 

  12:00 Noon  

  Host: Triton College  

  Location: 2000 5th Avenue, River Grove 

 

May 11   Board of Directors 

  4 pm Maywood Public Library  

  (Board Room)  

  121 S. 5th Avenue, Maywood 

 

May 18  Chamber General Meeting 

  (Presentation of Scholarships) 

  12:00 Noon  

  Host: Carolyn Johnson 

  Location: Maywood Public Library 

  Room 201 (Carnegie Bldg.),  

  121 S. 5th  Avenue, Maywood  

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF MAY GENERAL  

MEETING FROM 3RD MONDAY TO 3RD TUESDAY 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Patricia Granados, President and Jon Grigalunas, Jr., Assistant Dean, School of Continuing Education 

and member of the Chamber Board, welcome all members and guests to the April General Meeting of the 

Maywood Chamber of Commerce on Monday, April 19, 2010, 12:00 noon at Triton College, Student Center, 

Room B210, 2000 5th Avenue, River Grove, Illinois 60121.  Free parking is available in the lot adjacent to 

Building 210, marked Faculty Parking. 

 

Triton College, a public community college in River Grove, Illinois serves a diverse student body from Chi-

cago’s near-west suburbs.  Triton offers more than 40 arts and sciences programs, over 100 career degrees 

and certificates, and a large variety of continuing education courses and workforce training each term. 

 

The Center for Business and Professional Development offers a full compliment of training solutions to give 

your business or agency a competitive edge.  Classes can be delivered at your place of business, online, or at 

one of our campus and extension locations.  

 

The charge for the event is $10.00 for members and $15.00 for non-members.  Please RSVP by Friday, April 

16th.  Tel: (708) 562-8051 or (708) 345-7077. 
 

COME AND BRING A FRIEND,  

ESPECIALLY A POTENTIAL NEW MEMBER.  

TRITON COLLEGE TO HOST 

APRIL CHAMBER GENERAL MEETING 

NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW YOUR CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP!! 

Applications for Chamber membership are available on-line at www.maywoodchamber.com. 




