ur 69th Anniversary Year (1939 - 2008)

Maywood

OF COMMIECE

www.maywoodchamber.com

February 2008 Leaders ... In the 21st Cenfury Volume XIV Issue I1

Mission: To promote economic growth and community development on behalf of its members through
the forging of partnerships between citizens, local government, and businesses in a manner that fosters
civic pride and a sense of community.

LOCAL EVENTS SCHEDULED TO CELEBRATE
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

February, the fraditional Black History Month, will be marked in Maywood by various activities sponsored by the
Maywood Chamber of Commerce, the Village of Maywood, the Maywood Public Library, and the West Town Museum
of Cultural History.

The Maywood Chamber and the Village of Maywood are sponsoring a Black History Essay Contest for Maywood high

school students. This year’s topic is “Music, Clothimng and Cultural Speaking As It Is Today™ (Do you think that our
ncestors would be proud or ashamed? Include ways of how this lifestyle shows progress or destruction within our

community. Correlate past protests/victories to current issues. What can be dong and/or what would you do?)

e First Place Prize is $100, 2nd Place Price 1s $50 and 3rd Place Prize is $25. The deadline for submission is
Monday, February 25, 2008, Entry forms and rules can be picked up at the Receptionist Desk at the Village Hall. 125
South Sth Avenue. A panel of six (three from the Chamber and three from the Village) will judge the essays.

Special recognition will be given to all winners at the regular Village Board Meeting on Tuesday, March 11, 2008, 7:00
.m. in the Council Chambers, 125 South 5th Avenue, Maywood.

In addition, the Village will feature three movies during the month of February at the Maywood Multi-Purpose Center,
200 South Sth Avenue, Maywood. Movies will be shown from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. as follows: Friday, Feb. 1,

n Saturday, March &, 2008, the Village will sponsor a Bake Off from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Maywood Muiti-
urpose Center. Open to Maywood residents only, individuals may register at Village Hall. Admission is free and the
entry fee is $5.00 per entry. For more information, call Dawn Williams, (708) 343-6143.

The Maywood Public Library has scheduled 2 Black History Expo with a special program on Saturday, Feb. 9, 2008,
11:00 a.m. 10 4:00 p.m;, with the theme “Carter G. Woodson and the Origins of Multiculturalism™. At 2:00 p.m.
socalists Eiliot Wimbush and Stephanie Joy Samuel will present “More of Our Heritage in the Rotunda”. At 2:30

Continued on Page 3,




Minutes from
the Secretary

Minutes of the Maywood Chamber of
ommerce General Breakfast Meeting,
held at and hosted by the Westlake
ospital, on January 22, 2008.

meeting was called to order by
esident/CEQ Edwin H. Walker IV, at
18:04 a.m.

estlake Hospital President Pat Shehom
elcomed the Chamber.

Present from the Board of Directors:

Sam Balark, Patrick J. Durkin, Jason C.
Ervin, Audrey C, Jaycox, Stan D.
Huntington, John Murphy, Virginia Olson.

dwin H. Walker IV reported that the
illage and the Chamber hosted the Third
Annual Reception to honor Dist. 89

Cl mberforﬂnscvcmuextyear He also
eported that Operation Uplift’s annual

Martin Luther King Jr. Awards Luncheon
as again a great event.

. Walker reported that the Chamber
[Board of Directors is trying to keep mem-
bership informed and is considering how
to schedule meetings, perhaps to have
thiem at the same location, rather than moy-
ing around. The Board has decided to con-
inue holding its Board meetings at the
Maywood Public Library. Rock of Ages
Spiritual Center has been offered as a site
or regular Chamber meetings. Westlake
ospital extended an invitation as a regular
peeting site for the Chamber. No decision
as been made.

Ar. Walker reported on attending the pub-

lic hearing on the proposed Comprehensive

Plan and asked that all who could attend
he public hearing to be held February 9,

2008, 10:00 a.m., in the Council Chambers.

Mr. Walker announced the Maywood
Community Development Corporation
{MCDC) will be looking at the high fore-
closure rate in Maywood at its January 25,
2008 meeting.

Additional news from the Chamber Board
is the Chamber is looking for a new logo
and working with Stan Huntington and
Larry Rassin, regarding the Chamber web-
site, Steve Gibson, whose father was on
the Bataan Death March, is a webmaster,
working with the Chamber. A good web-
site is believed to increase membership.

Mr. Walker reported the great loss to the
cominunity on the closing of Bahcall
Hardware. The police have recently caugh
the man who killed Jeff Lowenthal.

Audrey C. Jaycox, Membership Chair,
invited all io solicit new members. She
further weicomed any feads for member-
ship be forwarded to her so that someone
from the Chamber can speak to potential
new members directly.

Vitlage Manager Jason C, Ervin updated
members about recent village activities—
the demolition of buildings at 1t and Lake,
and on 5th Avenue in preparation for rede-
velopment. It was noted the former
Lorraine's Liguor building has not been
demolished as it has redeeming characteris-
tics for redevelopment. Several streets
were redone this past year, including some
reconstruction as brick streets. The Com-
prehensive Plan is moving forward towards
adoption by the Village Board.

Lois Baumann reported that the Maywood
Fine Arts’ Tumbling Team participated in
the St. Jude Meet in Peoria and landed four
1st place awards.

For lack of further discussion, Gary W.
Woll moved to adjourn the meeting at
8:35am,

Respectfully submitted,
Victoria Haas
Secretary Pro Tem
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PASSAGE OF VILLAGE’S
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MOVES FORWARD

On Thursday, January 17, 2008 at 7:30 P.M.. a public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan was conducted in
Council Chambers by the Village Planning Commission. Representing the Chamber was President/

EO Edwin H. Walker IV, who addressed the Commission. Only a dozen people were present, half of
hom were elected Village officials.

esident/CEO Walker first emphasized the need for better communications in notifying the community of
a public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan, a document with a potential long-term impact on the lives of

the citizens of Maywood. Not only should the hearing have been better advertised, but also more than one

public hearing on such an important matter should be scheduled. He also pointed out numerous errors and

missions in the Acknowledgement page and in Section 1: Plan Introduction (Planning Mission, p. 1.1 and
lanning Process, p. 1.1).

Under Acknowledgements, the Plan Commission should read “Planning & Zoning Commission™ and mem-
ers need to be updated (the Chairman is no longer Roger Nelson; Wendell Maclin is no longer a Commis-
sioner, etc.); under the Village Staff Wallace Douthwaite is the Interim Director of Community Develop-
ment and John West is the Interim Director of Public Works: June Price is no longer the Director of Parks

& Recreation.

n Section I: Plan Introduction—Planning Mission—In the second paragraph in the list of issues and goals,
ere are three glaring omissions—a safe environment, a stable, professional, and efficient municipal gov-
mment, quality educational facilities (elementary and high schools).

[n Section 1: Plan Introduction—Planning Process—In the first paragraph one reads “The Village Board.
ith funding assistance from the Proviso-Leyden Council for Community Action (PLCCA). . ..” Since
hen does a not-for-profit social services agency provide funding to a governmental entity? The next sen-
tence consists of an advertisement for PLCCA. Then, in the third paragraph, we read about “a focus group
discussion with PLCCA to define issues and determine planning goals and overall mission.” Why should
PLCCA receive special attention and influence in the development of a Comprehensive Plan?

[n Section 2: The Maywood Community—Economic Development—In the third paragraph we read “There
are approximately 150 businesses in Maywood. The Finance Department has informed me that there are

34 licensed businesses in Maywood. In the same paragraph, Cintas Corporation should have been men-
tioned as occupying a portion of the former site of the American Can Company.

In Section 3: Land Use & Natural Resources—Figure 3.1: Adjacent Land Uses—The southeastern comer of]
Maywood Park should be marked as “Veterans Memorial”. Under Existing Land Use Pattern—Community
Parks (page 3.11) - The first sentence should read: Maywood contains one community level park, the south-
east corner of which has been designated as “Veterans Memorial”. Under “Institutional” (page 3.12), why
is Proviso-Leyden Council for Community Action (PLCCA) listed? It is a not-for-profit social services
agency, not an institutional or public facility. Figure 3.2: Existing Land Use—The southeastern corner of
Maywood Park should be marked as “Veterans Memorial”. Figure 3.3: Community Parks-The southeastern
corner of Maywood Park should be marked as “Veterans Memorial™ and the tag at the upper left hand of the
page should read “Maywood Park & Veterans Memorial”. Figure 3.6: Physical Conditions-The southeast
orner of Maywood Park should be marked “Veterans Memorial”.




n Section 4: Community Facilities—Existing Facilities-Private Elementary Schools. St. Eulalia School
nd J.W. James Memorial School are now closed. Figure 4.1: Community Facilities: Remove “K” -
L.C.CA.

n Section 6: Community Issues & Opportunities-—Community Opportunities/Positives—Dedicated Vil-
age Officials and Community Leaders (page 6.3). We read “Appointed and elected Village officials and
staff, along with community organizations such as the Proviso Leyden Council for Community Action, are
edicated to improving Maywood.” What about the Maywood Chamber of Commerce. the Maywood Fine
s Association, the Maywood Rotary Club, the Maywood Public Library and Operation Uplift?

Section 9: Planning Sub-Areas-Maywood Business Park—Industrial Uses. Add: Cintas Corporation,
12th Avenue & St. Charles Road and United Concrete, Inc., 9th Avenue & St. Charles Road (being devel-
ped). Fifth & Madison Business District (page 9.21). PLCCA at 5th & Madison is a not-for-profit social

rvices agency and should not be in a business district, removing an important business site from the tax
olls. Land Use Recommendations: Move PLCCA to another location.

Section 10: Implementations-Responsible Organizations (page 10.2), Add: Maywood Community De-
velopment Corporation—Business attraction and retention, residential code compliance loan program.

ATTEND A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Saturday, February 9, 2008, 10:00 A.M.
Council Chambers
121 South 5th Avenue
Maywood

(Insert—Maywood Chamber of Commerce Newsletter, February 2008)







