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Mission: To promote economic growth and community development on behalf of its members through  

the forging of partnerships between citizens, local government, and businesses in a manner that fosters  

civic pride and a sense of community. 

 

 

 
Big things are happening at the south end of St. Eulaliaôs Parish House on the corner of Ninth Avenue and Lexington 

Street in Maywood.  It is the headquarters of West Suburban PADS, whose sole purpose is to end homelessness in Cook 

Countyôs 20 near-west suburban communities.  ñWeôre expanding inside and out,ò says Executive Director Lynda 

Schueler,ò enhancing our physical space as well as our prevention, housing and support programs.ò  And none too soon, 

as the demand for PADSô services has increased sharply during the recent economic downturn. 

 

PADS moved its offices and its year-round, day-time Support Center to St. Eulaliaôs Roman Catholic Church two years 

ago.  This Center is the base of  

operations for hundreds of people annually, who rely on PADSô assistance with their income, employment, housing and 

self-care needs. 

 

ñLast year, we helped more than 850 people, including 92 families and 158 children, reduce the time they spent 

homeless or prevent themselves from becoming homeless in the first place,ò Ms. Schueler explains. ñAn additional 

2,457 individuals came to us for information and referrals.ò 

 

In 2007, PADS embarked on its Next Steps Capital Initiative to fund renovation of the ground-level space at St. 

Eulaliaôs.  Later this month, the extensive renovation will be complete, and the new Support Center will be five times as 

large (2,800 square feet!) as the current space on the Parish House second floor. 

 

The build-out will include more showers, laundry facilities, a computer lab, telephones and weekly Life Skills classes.  

Case Management services and access to mental health, medical care and substance abuse treatment also will be offered 

in the new facility. 

 

Also during October, PADS is putting the finishing touches on an intensive Employment Training Program. ñCareer 

Passportò will provide coaching and experience to formerly homeless individuals, who are ready to move toward 

economic self-sufficiency. It will be coupled with a new Rapid Re-housing Initiative, that adds the necessary stability fo 

immediate, short-term housing and support. 

 

Maywood businesses, interested in providing job opportunities for graduates of the Career Passport Program, may 

contact Tom Shumaker, West Suburban PADS Supportive Services Manager, at 708-338-1724 extension 235 or 

tshumaker@westsuburbanpads.org. 

 
West Suburban PADS is a member of the Maywood Chamber of Commerce. See schedule on Page 4 
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